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Children’s Mental Health Facts

Did you know?

---It has been estimated that almost 21% of U.S. children, ages 9 to 17, have a diagnosable mental health or addictive disorder associated with at least minimum impairment.

--- Despite the prevalence of mental health disorders in the nation’s children, 79% of children, aged 6 to 17, with mental health disorders, do not receive mental health care.  Uninsured children have a higher rate of unmet need than children with public or private insurance.

---Suicide is the third leading cause of death of youth aged 15 to 24 in the Nation. 

--- Anxiety disorders, are the most common mental disorders among children.

---With early detection and appropriate treatment, chances are excellent that most children with mental health needs can recover and lead healthy lives.

---The treatment success rate for children’s mental health disorders is 80%. Children are best served by early intervention, which can prevent them from being placed in more costly forms of treatment later on. 

---74% of students who drop out of school and who are categorized as seriously emotionally disturbed are arrested within five years of dropping out. 

---Untreated mental illness may also increase a child’s risk of coming into contact with the juvenile justice system—66% of boys and almost 75% of girls in juvenile detention have at least one mental health disorder, according to one study.


Sources: Bazelon Center for Mental Health Law, National Institute of Mental Health and the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration.

Contact: Federation of Families of South Carolina for help at Toll free: 866-779-0402
     or in Columbia call 803-772-5210. 
     website: www.fedfamsc.org or Email-info@fedfamsc.org




